Community effort and the
natural advantage of our
Island state meant that
Tasmania has been one of
the only places in the world
that was able to live
relatively COVID-free in
recent years.
The Tasmanian Government
had the chance to use our
18 months COVID-free to
prepare for reopening.
However, recent weeks
have shown that in spite of
the Government's
reassurance we were not
adequately prepared for
COVID in our community.
Within weeks of reopening,
contact tracing broke
down, our testing system
started crumbling and our
already stretched health
workforce have been
stretched beyond capacity.
Labor has listened to
community concern, hard
working health
professionals and workers
and developed our COVID
-19 Response Framework to
set out areas of immediate
action for Government.
The Tasmanian Government
must take immediate action
to reassure the Tasmanian
community, support our
health system and economy
and protect the most at
risk, including the aged,
people living with disability
and those living with
chronic health conditions

LABOR'S COVID-19
RESPONSE
FRAMEWORK FOR
TASMANIA
GET ON TOP OF TESTING
Urgently divert some of the Rapid Antigen Tests
(RATs) currently available for travellers at airports
and make them available in regions where testing is
not easily accessible
Make rapid antigen tests free to all and widely
available as is being done in other jurisdictions
Urgently bring on as many staff as is required for
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing sites to
meet demand
Explore options for sourcing an ongoing supply of
Australian-made rapid antigen tests

SUPPORT PEOPLE MOST AT RISK
Provide high-quality masks for
immunocompromised and other higher-risk groups
Ensure transport is available to attend testing and
booster appointments
Increase COVID-specific mental health support
Clarify testing requirements for visitors to aged
care facilities

COMMUNICATE CLEARLY
Provide clear explanations as to why major policy
changes are being made
Invest in a public education campaign to explain
the new rules and settings
Immediately increase the public health hotline
staffing and training and support to ensure timely,
accurate and consistent information
Better promote the availability of mental health
supports and services
Work with local government on local responses
and future recovery
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PROVIDE ADEQUATE SUPPORT FOR
WORKERS AND EMPLOYERS
Increase the payment for isolating while waiting for
testing in line with other jurisdictions such as
Victoria
Provide more support and information for
businesses considering or forced to close due to
staff shortages
Provide support for staff whose loss of income is
due to business closures as a result of staff
shortages or when they are directed to isolate by
their employer
Provide clarity for businesses and workers on the
definition of close contact in a workplace
Release workforce planning to enable critical public
services to continue
Provide directions on the need for flexible work
arrangements for staff where possible, including
working from home arrangements

ROLL OUT BOOSTERS
Prioritise access to boosters for those most at risk
and those in high-risk workplaces and settings
Establish more pop up and mobile vaccination
clinics in rural and regional areas
Increase testing and vaccination options for higher
risk groups including at home options

PREPARE NOW FOR THE NEW
SCHOOL YEAR
Ensure all school buildings have adequate
ventilation and air purification devices
Implement a program to ensure high vaccination
rates for primary school students are achieved
Work with schools to develop plans to support
students with disability
Release the COVID Safety schools audit

SECURE CRITICAL SUPPLIES
Develop a detailed plan to address logistics and
supply vulnerabilities of our Island state, including
food security
Ensure essential supplies are available to at risk and
vulnerable community members
Secure adequate supply of vaccinations for
children and at risk groups that may require
additional vaccination boosters

